TAKE A HIKE

We believers have a real enemy who shows up in our cir-
cumstances determined to destroy us. Being the deceiver he
is, the enemy will show up in ways we least expect and tell
us lies. But we don’t have to entertain the enemy.

Psalm 23:5 says, You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies. So who are these enemies? They
may not necessarily be a “who”. When the Scripture speaks
of “enemies,” it can mean “circumstances closing in; a di-
agnosis you didn’t see coming; a person who’s stabbed you
in the back...who’s undermining you at your office; it can
be an internal struggle or an external addiction.”

The table is not only set by God for you, but Jesus, the
Good Shepherd himself, also sits at the table. According to
the Psalmist, the enemy is prowling around the table want-
ing to sit down too, and if you’re not careful the devil will
take a seat without your permission and start to speak to
you.

How do you know if the enemy is seated next to you at
the table? If you hear things like “You’re never going to
make it through the valley.” “There’s something better at
another person’s God-given table.” “You’re not good
enough.” Or “Everyone’s against you.” If you hear those
things the enemy is probably seated at your table.

Okay, but if God is so powerful, why does the table even
have to be in the presence of my enemies? Because God
wants to prove to you and your enemies He is bigger than
they are. In the middle of the battle, God wants all to know
He is in control.

So what do you do if you are under attack, especially
since you can’t control who, or what, prowls around the
table? You must realize, as you sit in the presence of your
enemies, you have the authority to invite to, and away
from, the table anybody you want. You’ve got the power in
the name of Jesus to say to the enemy, “You do not have a
seat at my table.” Take hold of the authority you have in
Christ Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling
within you to tell the enemy to, Take a hike, you don’t get
a seat at my table!”
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and glorify your Father in heaven.
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“ ..let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
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Welcome Visitors!

We’re glad you came our
way; please let us get to know
you better. Please take the time
to sign the guest registry in the
foyer. There is a carry-in fel-
lowship dinner some Sunday
mornings after services—Please
stay as our honored guests, and
let us get to know you better.

Here, we strive to follow
Jesus as he is seen in the New
Testament. We pray, study,
sing, and take communion to-
gether in order to grow closer to
God and to each other.

We would love to have you
grow with us toward Christ. If
we can help you, in any way,
please talk to us. The telephone
numbers of our elders, deacons,
and minister can be found
within this bulletin. We hope to
see you again soon and often!

FROM THE PULPIT

10-07-18 A.M.

Final sermon in series:
“What’s Holding You Back?”
“YOUR SELF”
(Genesis 45:4-5)

10-07-18 P.M.
SUNDAY NIGHT FOR
THE MASTER

10-14-18 A.M.
Guest Speaker—
Aaron Thomas
“HABAKKUK”
(Habakkuk 2:1)

10-14-18 P.M.
5pm CLASS—Adults
MINOR PROPHETS

STUDY

Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on
your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowl-
edge him, and he will make
your paths straight.
~Proverbs 3:5-6
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